Appendix G
Best Management Practices




Straw Mulch

EC-6

Description and Purpose

Straw mulch consists of placing a uniform layer of straw and
incorporating it into the soil with a studded roller or anchoring
it with a tackifier stabilizing emulsion. Straw mulch protects
the soil surface from the impact of rain drops, preventing soil
particles from becoming dislodged.

Suitable Applications

Straw mulch is suitable for soil disturbed areas requiring
temporary protection until permanent stabilization is
established. Straw mulch is typically used for erosion control
on disturbed areas until soils can be prepared for permanent
vegetation. Straw mulch is also used in combination with
temporary and/or permanent seeding strategies to enhance
plant establishment.

Limitations

m  Availability of straw and straw blowing equipment may be
limited just prior to the rainy season and prior to storms
due to high demand.

m  There is a potential for introduction of weed seed and
unwanted plant material.

m  When straw blowers are used to apply straw mulch, the
treatment areas mnst he within 1520 ft of a road or snrface
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EC-6 Straw Mulich

m  Wind may limit application of straw and blow straw into undesired locations.
m  May have to be removed prior to permanent seeding or prior to further earthwork.
m  “Punching” of straw does not work in sandy soils, necessitating the use of tackifiers.

Implementation

m  Straw shall be derived from wheat, rice, or barley. Where required by the plans,
specifications, permits, or environmental documents, native grass straw shall be used.

m A tackifier is the preferred method for anchoring straw mulch to the soil on slopes.

m Crimping, punch roller-type rollers, or track walking may also be used to incorporate straw
mulch into the soil on slopes. Track walking shall only be used where other methods are
impractical.

m  Avoid placing straw onto roads, sidewalks, drainage channels, sound walls, existing
vegetation, etc.

m  Straw mulch with tackifier shall not be applied during or immediately before rainfall.

m In San Diego, use of straw near wood framed home construction has been frowned on by the
Fire Marshall.

Application Procedures
m  Apply straw at a minimum rate of 4,000 Ib/acre, either by machine or by hand distribution.

m  Roughen embankments and fill rills before placing the straw mulch by rolling with a
crimping or punching type roller or by track walking.

m  Evenly distribute straw mulch on the soil surface.

m  Anchor straw mulch to the soil surface by "punching” it into the soil mechanically
(incorporating). Alternatively, use a tackifier to adhere straw fibers.

m  Methods for holding the straw mulch in place depend upon the slope steepness, accessibility,
soil conditions, and longevity.

- Onsmall areas, a spade or shovel can be used to punch in straw mulch.

- On slopes with soils that are stable enough and of sufficient gradient to safely support
construction equipment without contributing to compaction and instability problems,
straw can be "punched” into the ground using a knife blade roller or a straight bladed
coulter, known commercially as a " crimper”.

- Onsmall areas and/or steep slopes, straw can also be held in place using plastic netting
or jute. The netting shall be held in place using 11 gauge wire staples, geotextile pins or
wooden stakes as described in EC-7, Geotextiles and Mats.

- Atackifier acts to glue the straw fibers together and to the soil surface. The tackifier
shall be selected based on longevity and ability to hold the fibers in place. A tackifier is
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Straw Mulich EC-6

typically applied at a rate of 125 Ib/acre. In windy conditions, the rates are typically 180
Ib/acre.

Costs

Average annual cost for installation and maintenance (3-4 months useful life) is $2,500 per
acre. Application by hand is more time intensive and potentially costly.

Inspection and Maintenance

m Inspect BMPs prior to forecast rain, daily during extended rain events, after rain events,
weekly during the rainy season, and at two-week intervals during the non-rainy season.

m  Areas where erosion is evident should be repaired and BMPs re-applied as soon as possible.
Care should be exercised to minimize the damage to protected areas while making repairs, as
any area damaged will require re-application of BMPs.

m  The key consideration in inspection and maintenance is that the straw needs to last long
enough to achieve erosion control objectives.

m  Maintain an unbroken, temporary mulched ground cover while disturbed soil areas are
inactive. Repair any damaged ground cover and re-mulch exposed areas.

m  Reapplication of straw mulch and tackifier may be required to maintain effective soil
stabilization over disturbed areas and slopes.

References

Controlling Erosion of Construction Sites, Agricultural Information Bulletin #347, U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) (formerly
Soil Conservation Service — SCS).

Guides for Erosion and Sediment Control in California, USDA Soils Conservation Service,
January 19091.

Manual of Standards of Erosion and Sediment Control Measures, Association of Bay Area
Governments, May 1995.

Soil Erosion by Water, Agricultural Information Bulletin #513, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Soil Conservation Service.

Stormwater Quality Handbooks Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMPs) Manual,
State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), November 2000.

Stormwater Management of the Puget Sound Basin, Technical Manual, Publication #91-75,
Washington State Department of Ecology, February 1992.

Water Quality Management Plan for the Lake Tahoe Region, Volume II, Handbook of
Management Practices, Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, November 1988.

January 2003 California Stormwater BMP Handbook 30f 3

Construction
www.cabmphandbooks.com



Geotextiles and Mats

EC-7

Description and Purpose

Mattings of natural materials are used to cover the soil surface
to reduce erosion from rainfall impact, hold soil in place, and
absorb and hold moisture near the soil surface. Additionally,

matting may be used to stabilize soils until vegetation is
established.

Suitable Applications

Mattings are commonly applied on short, steep slopes where
erosion hazard is high and vegetation will be slow to establish.
Mattings are also used on stream banks where moving water at
velocities between 3 ft/s and 6 ft/s are likely to wash out new
vegetation, and in areas where the soil surface is disturbed and
where existing vegetation has been removed. Matting may also
be used when seeding cannot occur (e.g., late season
construction and/or the arrival of an early rain season).
Erosion control matting should be considered when the soils
are fine grained and potentially erosive. These measures
should be considered in the following situations.

m  Steep slopes, generally steeper than 3:1 (H:V)
m  Slopes where the erosion potential is high

m  Slopes and disturbed soils where mulch must be anchored
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EC-7 Geotextiles and Mats

m  Channels to be vegetated
m  Stockpiles
m  Slopes adjacent to water bodies of Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs)

Limitations

m  Properly installed mattings provide excellent erosion control but do so at relatively high cost.
This high cost typically limits the use of mattings to areas of concentrated channel flow and
steep slopes.

m  Mattings are more costly than other BMP practices, limiting their use to areas where other
BMPs are ineffective (e.g. channels, steep slopes).

m Installation is critical and requires experienced contractors. The contractor should install
the matting material in such a manner that continuous contact between the material and the
soil occurs.

m  Geotextiles and Mats may delay seed germination, due to reduction in soil temperature.

m  Blankets and mats are generally not suitable for excessively rocky sites or areas where the
final vegetation will be mowed (since staples and netting can catch in mowers).

m  Blankets and mats must be removed and disposed of prior to application of permanent soil
stabilization measures.

m Plastic sheeting is easily vandalized, easily torn, photodegradable, and must be disposed of
at a landfill.

m  Plastic results in 100% runoff, which may cause serious erosion problems in the areas
receiving the increased flow.

m  The use of plastic should be limited to covering stockpiles or very small graded areas for
short periods of time (such as through one imminent storm event) until alternative
measures, such as seeding and mulching, may be installed.

m  Geotextiles, mats, plastic covers, and erosion control covers have maximum flow rate
limitations; consult the manufacturer for proper selection.

m  Not suitable for areas that have heavy foot traffic (tripping hazard) — e.g., pad areas around
buildings under construction.

Implementation
Material Selection

Organic matting materials have been found to be effective where re-vegetation will be provided
by re-seeding. The choice of matting should be based on the size of area, side slopes, surface
conditions such as hardness, moisture, weed growth, and availability of materials.
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Geotextiles and Mats EC-7

The following natural and synthetic mattings are commonly used:

Geotextiles

Material should be a woven polypropylene fabric with minimum thickness of 0.06 in.,
minimum width of 12 ft and should have minimum tensile strength of 150 lbs (warp), 80 Ibs
(fill) in conformance with the requirements in ASTM Designation: D 4632. The permittivity
of the fabric should be approximately 0.07 sec in conformance with the requirements in
ASTM Designation: D4491. The fabric should have an ultraviolet (UV) stability of 70
percent in conformance with the requirements in ASTM designation: D4355. Geotextile
blankets must be secured in place with wire staples or sandbags and by keying into tops of
slopes to prevent infiltration of surface waters under geotextile. Staples should be made of
minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8 in. legs and 2 in. crown.

Geotextiles may be reused if they are suitable for the use intended.

Plastic Covers

Plastic sheeting should have a minimum thickness of 6 mils, and must be keyed in at the top
of slope and firmly held in place with sandbags or other weights placed no more than 10 ft
apart. Seams are typically taped or weighted down their entire length, and there should be
at least a12 in. to 24 in. overlap of all seams. Edges should be embedded a minimum of 6 in.
in soil.

All sheeting must be inspected periodically after installation and after significant rainstorms
to check for erosion, undermining, and anchorage failure. Any failures must be repaired
immediately. If washout or breakages occur, the material should be re-installed after
repairing the damage to the slope.

Erosion Control Blankets/Mats

Biodegradable rolled erosion control products (RECPs) are typically composed of jute fibers,
curled wood fibers, straw, coconut fiber, or a combination of these materials. In order for an
RECP to be considered 100% biodegradable, the netting, sewing or adhesive system that
holds the biodegradable mulch fibers together must also be biodegradable.

- Jute is a natural fiber that is made into a yarn that is loosely woven into a biodegradable
mesh. It is designed to be used in conjunction with vegetation and has longevity of
approximately one year. The material is supplied in rolled strips, which should be
secured to the soil with U-shaped staples or stakes in accordance with manufacturers’
recommendations.

- Excelsior (curled wood fiber) blanket material should consist of machine produced
mats of curled wood excelsior with 80 percent of the fiber 6 in. or longer. The excelsior
blanket should be of consistent thickness. The wood fiber must be evenly distributed
over the entire area of the blanket. The top surface of the blanket should be covered with
a photodegradable extruded plastic mesh. The blanket should be smolder resistant
without the use of chemical additives and should be non-toxic and non-injurious to plant
and animal life. Excelsior blankets should be furnished in rolled strips, a minimum of 48
in. wide, and should have an average weight of 0.8 1b/yd=, +10 percent, at the time of
manufacture. Excelsior blankets must be secured in place with wire staples. Staples
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EC-7 Geotextiles and Mats

should be made of minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8 in. legs
and 2 in. crown.

Straw blanket should be machine produced mats of straw with a lightweight
bindegradable netting top layer. The straw should be attached to the netting with
biondegradable thread or ghue strips. The straw blanket should be of consistent thickness.
The straw should be evenly distributed over the entire area of the blanket. Straw blanket
should be furnished in rolled strips a minimum of 6.5 ft wide, a minimum of 80 ft long
and a minimum of 0.5 Ib/yd2. Straw blankets must be secured in place with wire staples.
Staples should be made of minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8
in. legs and 2 in. crown.

Wood fiber blanket is composed of biodegradable fiber mulch with extruded plastic
netting held together with adhesives. The material is designed to enhance re-vegetation.
The material is furnished in rolled strips, which must be secured to the ground with U-
shaped staples or stakes in accordance with manufacturers’ recommendations.

Coconut fiber blanket should be a machine produced mat of 100 percent coconut
fiber with biodegradable netting on the top and bottom. The coconut fiber should be
attached to the netting with biodegradable thread or glue strips. The coconut fiber
blanket should be of consistent thickness. The coconut fiber should be evenly distributed
over the entire area of the blanket. Coconut fiber blanket should be furnished in rolled
strips with a minimum of 6.5 ft wide, a minimum of 80 ft. long and a minimum of 0.5
Ib/yd?. Cocomut fiber blankets must be secured in place with wire staples. Staples
should be made of minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8 in. legs
and 2 in. crown.

Coconut fiber mesh is a thin permeable membrane made from coconut or corn fiber
that is spun into a yarn and woven into a biodegradable mat. It is designed to be used in
conjunction with vegetation and typically has longevity of several years. The material is
supplied in rolled strips, which must be secured to the soil with U-shaped staples or
stakes in accordance with manufacturers’ recommendations.

Straw coconut fiber blanket should be machine produced mats of 70 percent straw
and 30 percent coconut fiber with a biodegradable netting top layer and a biodegradable
bottom net. The straw and coconut fiber should be attached to the netting with
biodegradable thread or glue strips. The straw coconut fiber blanket should be of
consistent thickness. The straw and coconut fiber should be evenly distributed over the
entire area of the blanket. Straw coconut fiber blanket should be furnished in rolled
strips a minimum of 6.5 ft wide, a minimum of 8o ft long and a minimum of 0.5 1b/yd=.
Straw coconut fiber blankets must be secured in place with wire staples. Staples should
be made of minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8 in. legs and 2 in.
CTOWTL.

m  Non-biodegradable RECPs are typically composed of polypropylene, polyethylene, nylon or
other synthetic fibers. In some cases, a combination of biodegradable and synthetic fibers is
used to construct the RECP. Netting used to hold these fibers together is typically non-
biodegradable as well.
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Geotextiles and Mats EC-7

Plastic netting is a lightweight biaxially oriented netting designed for securing loose
mulches like straw or paper to soil surfaces to establish vegetation. The netting is
photodegradable. The netting is supplied in rolled strips, which must be secured with U-
shaped staples or stakes in accordance with manufacturers' recommendations.

Plastic mesh is an open weave geotextile that is composed of an extruded synthetic
fiber woven into a mesh with an opening size of less than V4 in. It is used with re-
vegetation or may be used to secure loose fiber such as straw to the ground. The material
is supplied in rolled strips, which must be secured to the soil with U-shaped staples or
stakes in accordance with manufacturers' recommendations.

Synthetic fiber with netting is a mat that is composed of durable synthetic fibers
treated to resist chemicals and ultraviolet light. The mat is a dense, three dimensional
mesh of synthetic (typically polyolefin) fibers stitched between two polypropylene nets.
The mats are designed to be re-vegetated and provide a permanent composite system of
soil, roots, and geomatrix. The material is furnished in rolled strips, which must be
secured with U-shaped staples or stakes in accordance with manufacturers’
recommendations.

Bonded synthetic fibers consist of a three dimensional geomatrix nylon (or other
synthetic) matting. Typically it has more than Qo percent open area, which facilitates
root growth. It's tough root reinforcing system anchors vegetation and protects against
hydraulic lift and shear forces created by high volume discharges. It can be installed
over prepared soil, followed by seeding into the mat. Once vegetated, it becomes an
invisible composite system of soil, roots, and geomatrix. The material is furnished in
rolled strips that must be secured with U-shaped staples or stakes in accordance with
manufacturers' recommendations.

Combination synthetic and biodegradable RECPs consist of biodegradable fibers,
such as wood fiber or coconut fiber, with a heavy polypropylene net stitched to the top
and a high strength continuous filament geomatrix or net stitched to the bottom. The
material is designed to enhance re-vegetation. The material is furnished in rolled strips,
which must be secured with U-shaped staples or stakes in accordance with
manufacturers' recommendations.

Site Preparation

m  Proper site preparation is essential to ensure complete contact of the blanket or matting with
the soil.

m  Grade and shape the area of installation.

m  Remove all rocks, clods, vegetation or other obstructions so that the installed blankets or
mats will have complete, direct contact with the soil.

m  Prepare seedbed by loosening 2 to 3 in. of topsoil

Seeding

Seed the area before blanket installation for erosion control and revegetation. Seeding after mat
installation is often specified for turf reinforcement application. When seeding prior to blanket
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EC-7 Geotextiles and Mats

installation, all check slots and other areas disturbed during installation must be re-seeded.
Where soil filling is specified, seed the matting and the entire disturbed area after installation
and prior to filling the mat with soil.

Fertilize and seed in accordance with seeding specifications or other types of landscaping plans.
When using jute matting on a seeded area, apply approximately half the seed before laying the
mat and the remainder after laying the mat. The protective matting can be laid over areas where
grass has been planted and the seedlings have emerged. Where vines or other ground covers are
to be planted, lay the protective matting first and then plant through matting according to
design of planting.

Check Slots

Check slots are made of glass fiber strips, excelsior matting strips or tight folded jute matting
blanket or strips for use on steep, highly erodible watercourses. The check slots are placed in
narrow trenches 6 to 12 in. deep across the channel and left flush with the soil surface. They are
to cover the full cross section of designed flow.

Laying and Securing Matting

m  Before laying the matting, all check slots should be installed and the friable seedbed made
free from clods, rocks, and roots. The surface should be compacted and finished according
to the requirements of the manufacturer's recommendations.

m  Mechanical or manual lay down equipment should be capable of handling full rolls of fabric
and laying the fabric smoothly without wrinkles or folds. The equipment should meet the
fabric manufacturer's recommendations or equivalent standards.

Anchoring

m U-shaped wire staples, metal geotextile stake pins, or triangular wooden stakes can be used
to anchor mats and blankets to the ground surface.

m  Wire staples should be made of minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8
in. legs and 2 in. crown.

m  Metal stake pins should be 0.188 in. diameter steel with a 1.5 in. steel washer at the head of
the pin, and 8 in. in length.

m  Wire staples and metal stakes should be driven flush to the soil surface.

Installation on Slopes

Installation should be in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations. In general,
these will be as follows:

m  Begin at the top of the slope and anchor the blanket in a 6 in. deep by 6 in. wide trench.
Backfill trench and tamp earth firmly.

m  Unroll blanket down slope in the direction of water flow.

m  Overlap the edges of adjacent parallel rolls 2 to 3 in. and staple every 3 ft.
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Geotextiles and Mats EC-7

When blankets must be spliced, place blankets end over end (shingle style) with 6 in.
overlap. Staple through overlapped area, approximately 12 in. apart.

Lay blankets loosely and maintain direct contact with the soil. Do not stretch.

Staple blankets sufficiently to anchor blanket and maintain contact with the soil. Staples
should be placed down the center and staggered with the staples placed along the edges.
Steep slopes, 1:1 (H:V) to 2:1 (H:V), require a minimum of 2 staples/yd2. Moderate slopes,
2:1 (H:V) to 3:1 (H:V), require a minimum of 1 %2 staples /yd=2.

Installation i Channels

Installation should be in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations. In general,
these will be as follows:

m Diginitial anchor trench 12 in. deep and 6 in. wide across the channel at the lower end of the
project area.

m  Excavate intermittent check slots, 6 in. deep and 6 in. wide across the channel at 25 to 30 ft
intervals along the channels.

m Cut longitudinal channel anchor trenches 4 in. deep and 4 in. wide along each side of the
installation to bury edges of matting, whenever possible extend matting 2 to 3 in. above the
crest of the channel side slopes.

m  Beginning at the downstream end and in the center of the channel, place the initial end of
the first roll in the anchor trench and secure with fastening devices at 12 in. intervals. Note:
matting will initially be upside down in anchor trench.

m [nthe same manner, position adjacent rolls in anchor trench, overlapping the preceding roll
aminimum of 3 in.

m  Secure these initial ends of mats with anchors at 12 in. intervals, backfill and compact soil.

m  Unroll center strip of matting upstream. Stop at next check slot or terminal anchor trench.
Unroll adjacent mats upstream in similar fashion, maintaining a 3 in. overlap.

m  Fold and secure all rolls of matting snugly into all transverse check slots. Lay mat in the
bottom ofthe slot then fold back against itself. Anchor through both layers of mat at 12 in.
intervals, then backfill and compact soil. Continue rolling all mat widths upstream to the
next check slot or terminal anchor trench.

m  Alternate method for non-critical installations: Place two rows of anchors on 6 in. centers at
25 to 30 ft. intervals in lieu of excavated check slots.

m  Staple shingled lap spliced ends a minimum of 12 in. apart on 12 in. intervals.

m  Place edges of outside mats in previously excavated longitudinal slots; anchor using
prescribed staple pattern, backfill, and compact soil.

m  Anchor, fill, and compact upstream end of mat in a 12 in. by 6 in. terminal trench.
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EC-7 Geotextiles and Mats

m  Secure mat to ground surface using U-shaped wire staples, geotextile pins, or wooden stakes.
m  Seed and fill turf reinforcement matting with soil, if specified.

Soil Filling (if specified for turfremforcement)
m  Always consult the manufacturer's recommendations for installation.

m Do not drive tracked or heavy equipment over mat.

m  Avoid any traffic over matting if loose or wet soil conditions exist.
m  Use shovels, rakes, or brooms for fine grading and touch up.

m  Smooth out soil filling just exposing top netting of mat.

Temporary Soil Stabilization Removal

m  Temporary soil stabilization removed from the site of the work must be disposed of if
necessary.

Costs

Relatively high compared to other BMPs. Biodegradable materials: $0.50 - $0.57/yd>2.
Permanent materials: $3.00 - $4.50/yd2. Staples: $0.04 - $0.05/staple. Approximate costs for
installed materials are shown below:

Rolled Erosion Control Products COI£S;2:'lgire

Jute Mesh $6,500

Curled Wood Fiber $10,500

Straw $8,900

Biodegradable Wood Fiber $8,900
Coconut Fiber %$13,000

Coconut Fiber Mesh $31,200

Straw Coconut Fiber $10,900

Plastic Netting $2,000

Plastic Mesh $3,200

Non-Biodegradable | Synthetie Fiber with Netting %$34,800
Bonded Synthetic Fibers $50,000

Combination with Biodegradable $32,000

Source: Caltrans Guidance for Soil Stabilization for Temporary Slopes, Nov. 1999

Inspection and Maintenance

m Inspect BMPs prior to forecast rain, daily during extended rain events, after rain events,
weekly during the rainy season, and at two-week intervals during the non-rainy season, and
at two-week intervals during the non-rainy season.

m Inspect BMPs subject to non-stormwater discharges daily while non-stormwater discharges
OCCUT.
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Geotextiles and Mats EC-7

m  Areas where erosion is evident shall be repaired and BMPs reapplied as soon as possible.
Care should be exercised to minimize the damage to protected areas while making repairs, as
any area damaged will require reapplication of BMPs.

m [fwashout or breakage occurs, re-install the material after repairing the damage to the slope
or channel.

m  Make sure matting is uniformly in contact with the soil.
m  Checkthat all the lap joints are secure.

m  Checkthat staples are flush with the ground.

m  Checkthat disturbed areas are seeded.

References
Guides for Erosion and Sediment Controls in California, USDA Soils Conservation Service,
January 19091.

National Management Measures to Control Nonpoint Source Pollution from Urban Areas,
United States Environmental Protection Agency, 2002,

Stormwater Quality Handbooks Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMPs) Manual,
State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), November 2000.

Guidance Document: Soil Stabilization for Temporary Slopes, State of California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans), November 1999

Stormwater Management of the Puget Sound Basin, Technical Manual, Publication #91-75,
Washington State Department of Ecology, February 1992.

Water Quality Management Plan for The Lake Tahoe Region, Volume 11, Handbook of
Management Practices, Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, November 1988.
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Geotextiles and Mats
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Geotextiles and Mats EC-7

,l 2»
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MOTES:
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TYPICAL INSTALLATION DETAIL
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Silt Fence

SE-1

A | [

escription and Purpose

silt fence is made of a filter fabric that has been entrenched,
attached to supporting poles, and sometimes backed by a
plastic or wire mesh for support. The silt fence detains
sediment-laden water, promoting sedimentation behind the
fence.

Suitable Applications

Silt fences are suitable for perimeter control, placed below
areas where sheet flows discharge from the site. They should
also be used as interior controls below disturbed areas where
runoff may occur in the form of sheet and rill erosion. Silt
fences are generally ineffective in locations where the flow is
concentrated and are only applicable for sheet or overland
flows. Silt fences are most effective when used in combination
with erosion controls. Suitable applications include:

s Along the perimeter of a project.

m Below the toe or down slope of exposed and erodible slopes.
= Along streams and channels.

= Around temporary spoil areas and stockpiles.

m Below other small cleared areas.

Limitations

= Do not use in streams, channels, drain inlets, or anywhere flow

is concentrated.

Objectives
EC  Erosion Control
SE  Sediment Control £
TR  Tracking Control
WE Wind Erosion Control
NS Non-Stormwater
Management Control
WM Waste Management and
Materials Pollution Confrol
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SE-1 Silt Fence

» Do not use in locations where ponded water may cause flooding.

s Do not place fence on a slope, or across any contour line. If not installed at the same
elevation throughout, silt fences will create erosion.

Filter fences will create a temporary sedimentation pond on the upstream side of the fence
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and may cause temporary flooding. Fences not constructed on a level contour will be
overtopped by concentrated flow resulting in failure of the filter fence.

= Improperly installed fences are subject to failure from undercutting, overlapping, or
collapsing.

- Not effective unless trenched and keyed in.
- Not intended for use as mid-slope protection on slopes greater than 4:1 (H:V).
- Do not allow water depth to exceed 1.5 ft at any point.

Implementation

General

A silt fence is a temporary sediment barrier consisting of filter fabric stretched across and
attached to supporting posts, entrenched, and, depending upon the strength of fabric used,
supported with plastic or wire mesh fence. Silt fences trap sediment by intercepting and
detaining small amounts of sediment-laden runoff from disturbed areas in order to promote
sedimentation behind the fence.

Silt fences are preferable to straw bale barriers in many cases. Laboratory work at the Virginia
Highway and Transportation Research Council has shown that silt fences can trap a much
higher percentage of suspended sediments than can straw bales. While the failure rate of silt
fences is lower than that of straw bale barriers, there are many instances where silt fences have
been improperly installed. The following layout and installation guidance can improve
performance and should be followed:

s Use principally in areas where sheet flow occurs.

= Don't use in streams, channels, or anywhere flow is concentrated. Don’t use silt fences to
divert flow.

= Don't use below slopes subject to creep, slumping, or landslides.

w Select filter fabric that retains 85% of soil by weight, based on sieve analysis, but that is not
finer than an equivalent opening size of 70.

m Install along a level contonr, so water does not pond more than 1.5 ft at any point along the
silt fence.

» The maximum length of slope draining to any point along the silt fence should be 200 ft or
less.

s The maximum slope perpendicular to the fence line should be 1:1.
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Silt Fence SE-1

m Provide sufficient room for runoff to pond behind the fence and to allow sediment removal
equipment to pass between the silt fence and toes of slopes or other obstructions. About
1200 ft2 of ponding area should be provided for every acre draining to the fence.

a Turn the ends of the filter fence uphill to prevent stormwater from flowing around the fence.

» Leave an undisturbed or stabilized area immediately down slope from the fence where
feasible.

m Silt fences should remain in place until the disturbed area is permanently stabilized.

Design and Layout

Selection of a filter fabric is based on soil conditions at the construction site (which affect the
equivalent opening size (EOS) fabric specification) and characteristics of the support fence
(which affect the choice of tensile strength). The designer should specify a filter fabric that

retains the soil found on the construction site vet that it has onenings laree enonegh to nermit
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drainage and prevent clogging. The following criteria is recommended for selection of the
equivalent opening size:

1. If 50 percent or less of the soil, by weight, will pass the U.S. Standard Sieve No. 200,
select the EOS to retain 85 % of the soil. The EOS should not be finer than EOS 70.

2. For all other soil types, the EOS should be no larger than the openings in the U.S.
Standard Sieve No. 70 except where direct discharge to a stream, lake, or wetland
will occur, then the EOS should be no larger than Standard Sieve No. 100.

To reduce the chance of clogging, it is preferable to specify a fabric with openings as large as
allowed by the criteria. No fabric should be specified with an EOS smaller than U.S. Standard
Sieve No. 100. 1f 85% or more of a soil, by weight, passes through the openings in a No. 200
sieve, filter fabric should not be used. Most of the particles in such a soil would not be retained
if the EOS was too large and they would clog the fabric quickly if the EOS were small enough to
capture the soil.

The fence should be supported by a plastic or wire mesh if the fabric selected does not have
sufficient strength and bursting strength characteristics for the planned application (as
recommended by the fabric manuofacturer). Filter fabric material should contain ultraviolet
inhibitors and stabilizers to provide a minimum of six months of expected usable construction
life at a temperature range of o0 °F to 120 °F.

= Layout in accordance with attached figures.

m  For slopes steeper than 2:1 (H:V) and that contain a high number of rocks or large dirt clods
that tend to dislodge, it may be necessary to install additional protection immediately
adjacent to the bottom of the slope, prior to installing silt fence. Additional protection may
be a chain link fence or a cable fence.

= For slopes adjacent to sensitive receiving waters or Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs),
silt fence should be used in conjunction with erosion control BMPs.
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SE-1 Silt Fence

Materials

Silt fence fabric should be woven polypropylene with a minimum width of 36 in. and a
minimum tensile strength of 100 Ib force. The fabric should conform to the requirements in
ASTM designation D4632 and should have an integral reinforcement layer. The
reinforcement layer should be a polypropylene, or equivalent, net provided by the
manufacturer. The permittivity of the fabric should be between 0.1 sec and 0.15 sec! in
conformance with the requirements in ASTM designation D4491.

Wood stakes should be commercial quality lumber of the size and shape shown on the plans.
Each stake should be free from decay, splits or cracks longer than the thickness of the stake
or other defects that would weaken the stakes and cause the stakes to be structurally
unsuitable.

Staples used to fasten the fence fabric to the stakes should be not less than 1.75 in. long and
should be fabricated from 15 gange or heavier wire. The wire used to fasten the tops of the
stakes together when joining itwo sections of fence should be 9 gauge or heavier wire.
Galvanizing of the fastening wire will not be required.

There are new products that may use prefabricated plastic holders for the silt fence and use
bar reinforcement instead of wood stakes. If bar reinforcement is used in lieu of wood
stakes, use number four or greater bar. Provide end protection for any exposed bar
reinforcement.

Installation Guidelines

Silt fences are to be constructed on a level contour. Sufficient area should exist behind the fence
for ponding to occnr without flooding or overtopping the fence.

A trench should be excavated approximately 6 in. wide and 6 in. deep along the line the
proposed silt fence.

Bottom of the silt fence should be keyed-in a minimum of 12 in.

,,,,,,, 11

Posts should be spaced a maximum of 6 ft apart and driven securely into the ground a
minimum of 18 in. or 12 in. below the bottom of the trench.

When standard strength filter fabric is used, a plastic or wire mesh support fence should be
fastened securely to the upslope side of posts using heavy—duty wire staples at least 1 in.
long. The mesh should extend into the trench. When extra-strength filter fabric and closer
post spacing are used, the mesh support fence may be eliminated. Filter fabric should be
purchased in a long roll, and then cut to the length of the barrier. When joints are necessary,
filter cloth should be spliced together only at a support post, with a minimum 6 in. overlap
and both ends securely fastened to the post.

The trench should be backfilled with compacted native material.

Construct silt fences with a setback of at least 3 ft from the toe of a slope. Where a silt fence
is determined to be not practicable due to specific site conditions, the silt fence may be
constructed at the toe of the slope, but should be constructed as far from the toe of the slope
as practicable. Silt fences close to the toe of the slope will be less effective and difficnlt to
maintain.
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Silt Fence SE-1

s Construct the length of each reach so that the change in base elevation along the reach does
not exceed 1/3 the height of the barrier; in no case should the reach exceed 500 ft.

Costs
= Average annual cost for installation and maintenance (assumes 6 month useful life): $7 per
Tismanl £Ant MOOQmn ~a Nl oo A ~Ff a @ =n A 11 var linnnaanl fAnd

1ifieal 100t { po50 per dr aifnage acre). x\x’iust: of cost is $3.50 - $§.10 PEr 1ifican 1G0t.

Inspection and Maintenance
» Inspect BMPs prior to forecast rain, daily during extended rain events, after rain events,
weekly during the rainy season, and at two-week intervals during the non-rainy season.

m Repair undercut silt fences.

s Repair or replace split, torn, slnmping, or weathered fabric. The lifespan of silt fence fabric
is generally 5 to 8 months.

a Silt fences that are damaged and become unsuitable for the intended purpose should be
removed from the site of work, disposed of, and replaced with new silt fence barriers.

s Sediment that accumulates in the BMP must be periodically removed in order to maintain
BMP effectiveness. Sediment should be removed when the sediment accumulation reaches
one-third of the barrier height. Sediment removed during maintenance may be incorporated
into earthwork on the site or disposed at an appropriate location.

m Silt fences should be left in place until the upstream area is permanently stabilized. Until
then, the silt fence must be inspected and maintained.

s Holes, depressions, or other ground disturbance caused by the removal of the silt fences
should be backfilled and repaired.
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Sandbag barriers may be suitable:

As a linear sediment control measure:

Below the toe of slopes and erodible slopes

As sediment traps at culvert/pipe outlets

Below other small cleared areas

Along the perimeter of a site

Down slope of exposed soil areas

Around temporary stockpiles and spoil areas

Parallel to a roadway to keep sediment off paved areas

Along streams and channels

Ag linear erosion control measure:

[FITIEE ]

Oil and Grease
Organics

Potential Alternatives

SE-1 Silt Fence

SE-5 Fiber Rolls

SE-6 Gravel Bag Berm
SE-9 Straw Bale Barrier




